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Highlights this month 

 

¶ Church of Theydon Bois, Essex. 

¶ Scarning and the Mystery of 

Spoonbridge by Andy Eagle. 

¶ Correspondence from John Sennett, 

Rosemary Hammick, Heather 

Erguvanli, Nick Molyneux, Father 

Robert Godding and Jane Hogg. 

 

Editorial  

I have been making some extra progress with 

research and writing as a result of the extra time 

gained by publishing The Botolphian bi-

monthly - although the time does seem to slip 

away faster than I would wish.   I am looking 

forward to the arrival of the time when I am able 

to start re-visiting those Saint Botolph churches 

which need an update. 
 

In seventeen days it will be St Botolphôs Day, 

but sadly it looks as if it will have to be a low-

key affair once again.   Let us hope that by next 

year we will be back to normal. 
 

Zina and I have been marshalling at our local 

Folca Vaccination Centre and have seen at first 

hand how hard everybody is working towards 

getting the country into a fully immunised 

condition.   I must say that after a four hour shift 

I usually feel rather more exhausted than I think 

I should be - bearing in mind that all I am doing 

is shepherding people into the next available 

jabbing chair! 
 

As Captain Tom said: ñTomorrow will be a 

good dayò. 
 

My best wishes to you all for a very happy and 

healthy June and July. 

 

 

 

Church Feature 

Theydon Bois , Essex. 
The Theydon villages, of which there are three, 

Theydon Bois, Theydon Garnon and Theydon 

Mount, border onto the River Roding just 15 

miles northeast of London.     

 

 
Theydon Mount is so called because it sits on a 

hill and the other two are named after former 

lords of the manors.   In the Domesday Book, 

Garnon and Mount were referred to 

respectively as Taindena and Teidana.   One 

can see that potential confusion would have 

demanded a change of name.   óTheydonô 

comes from Old English and means óthe valley 

where the thatch growsô.  
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The location of the óSaint Botolph connectionô 

that we are examining in this issue lies a mile 

and a quarter southeast of the main village ... 

 

 
é on the road to Abridge where, as you might 

expect, there is óa bridgeô.    

 

When we visited there had been plenty of rain 

and the river was in full spate occupying the sort 

of area that it would have covered back in Saint 

Botolphôs day. 

 

 
Further back towards Theydon Bois 

(pronounced óBoysô or óBoyceô) we find a 

memorial marking the site in question. 

 

 
And yet, as you see, the church is definitively 

labelled as óSt Maryôsô. 

 

 
As we have been discovering, there are five 

localities in Essex which are relevant to our 

saint and Theydon Bois marks the most 

westerly of the southwest cluster of sites. 
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Location:   On the B172 Abridge Road close to 

Theydon Hall Lodge - Epping CM16 7NR;  

Lat/Long:  51.661188, 0.114128. 

 

There are several historical references to a St 

Botolphôs church at Theydon Bois - one of 

which can be found in the fourth volume of the 

History of the County of Essex,1 which tells us:  

ñThe old parish church of St Mary, which may 

earlier have been dedicated to St Botolphé 

stood next to Theydon Hall éò   

 

We are obliged to ask, ñWhat does that mean 

and who said so?ò and, before starting our 

research, we might ruminate on which periods 

the óearlierô might be.    C7, C10 and C12-C14 

would seem to be the most likely..   If C7 then 

the link would have been directly to St Botolph 

himself or to his acolytes; if C10 we are looking 

at the monastic revival; if C12-C14 then it is 

likely that the dedication would have been 

relevant to the wool trade. 

Our next question must be, ñWhen was the 

church finally re-dedicated to St Mary?ò     

In her book óThe Church Dedications and 

Saints' Cults of Medieval Essex,ô Janet Cooper 

tells us that, óin the fifteenth century the 

 
1 History of the County of Essex Volume 4, Ongar 

Hundred pp 255-267.   (Originally published by 

Victoria County History in London in 1956).    
2 Cooper, J., 2011. The Church Dedications and 

Saints' Cults of Medieval Essex. Lancaster: 

Scotforth Books. p. 40. 
3 Feet of Fines Essex iv, 50.  PN Essex 82-83. 

churches of Theydon Garnon and Theydon Bois 

were both dedicated to All Saints, but Theydon 

Bois may earlier have been St Botolphôs.ô2   She 

bases these comments on the fact that in the 

óFeet of Fines for Essex and Place Namesô 3 

(stored in the Essex Record Office) we can read 

that in 1456 Theydon Bois was referred to as 

Theydon Bois Sancti Bothulfi.   

She later writes that in 1485 the church was 

dedicated to All Saints and by 1768 it had 

changed its affiliation to St Mary.4    

Her book was in 2012 reviewed in The Local 

Historian5 by Professor Nicholas Orme 

(University of Exeter) where he wrote: ñShe 

states that changes in dedications took 

place between the sixteenth and eighteenth 

centuries, whereas in fact they changed in the 

eighteenth, when the antiquaries produced new 

conjectures.ò 

It seems to me that this is an important concept 

and in the case of Theydon Bois, Ormeôs 

suggested pattern was found to be proved. 

As Janet Cooper shows in her list of dedications 

St Mary the Virgin was the most popular cult 

in Essex with a total of 119 dedications; All 

Saints came second with 66.   St Botolph was 

thirteenth with four active dedications 

(Eastwick, Beauchamp Roding, Hadstock and 

Colchester).    During its life the little church at 

Theydon Bois therefore managed to embrace 

not only St Botolph but also the two most 

popular saints in Essex.  

Janet Cooper further notes 6 óIn England as a 

whole, many churches dedicated to St Botolph 

stood near gates or bridges, and by the eleventh 

century he seems to have been a patron saint of 

boundariesô.  In support of this she cites the 

Hadstock church which stands on the Suffolk-

Cambridgeshire border.   Dr Graham Jones 7 has 

in the past expressed similar views (see below). 

So it seems that the villageôs medieval Saint 

Botolph dedication is likely to have persisted 

until about 1470 when it was changed to All 

Saints.   It is noteworthy that the period of our 

saintôs incumbency comes to an end quite 

precisely when the prosperity of Essexôs wool 

trade, having peaked, was declining.    

4 Janet Cooper p.167. 
5 (Accessed online September 2012) 
6 Janet Cooper p.67 
7 Dr Graham Jones, FSA FRHistS FRGS, Oxford 

University School of Geography and the 

Environment.   Author of Saints in the Landscape. 
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Perhaps in 1470 all was fair in love and 

dedications and medieval parishioners were 

disinclined to show mercy.   Saint Botolph had 

served them well throughout the wool bonanza 

but now that it had turned sour it was time for 

Saint Botolph to be summarily ditched in 

favour of All Saints. 

 

This was also however the time during which 

the seeds of the Age of Enlightenment (which 

reached its zenith in C18) were being sown.   In 

the bigger world there were early rumblings of 

Protestantism and discontent which came to a 

head only 47 years later when, in 1517, Martin 

Luther published his Ninety-five Theses.   

Perhaps the Theydon Bois parishioners read the 

mood of the times and decided that it was time 

for Saint Botolph to jump before he had to be 

pushed and so replaced him with the less 

controversial dedication of All Saints and 

thereby joined the populism being shown by the 

rest of the county. 
 

-0- 
 

We will return to the choice of Saint Botolphôs 

successor later but for the moment let us 

investigate the hypothesis that the changed 

loyalties of Theydon Bois in 1470 had indeed 

been influenced by the altered fortunes of the 

wool trade. 

 

 
The fact that the old St Maryôs church closely 

abutted Theydon Hall strongly suggests that the 

church was founded by this former manor.   

 

In the picture above, we see (in black) the 

churchôs position - lying within the confines of 

the ógrave-yardô.  BHO online (from Victoria 

County History) tells us that óif the earlier 

dedication to St. Botolph is accepted there may 

have been a Saxon church on the same siteô.    

 
This is Theydon Hall today - the driveway runs 

just south of what used to be the ógraveyardô.   

As we have said, the first candidate for an 

Anglo-Saxon founder of this site would be 

Saint Botolph himself.   This would seem to be 

too much to hope for but, after our saint died, 

there is no doubt that in C8 his acolytes would 

have taken over the work of spreading the good 

news of Christianity.  

 

Then, in C9, came the Vikings.   One of the first 

things they did was to sack and destroy 

Botolphôs Icanho Abbey (70 miles to the NW in 

Suffolk) as well as hundreds of other Christian 

buildings.   In 878 however, at Wedmore, 

Alfred the Great successfully negotiated a 

peace treaty and the Danelaw line was 

established.   It restricted the Danes to the 

northern part of East Anglia and makes it 

unlikely that they had anything to do with the 

more southerly Theydon Bois. 

 

The next two óAnglo-Saxonô periods when the 

earlier church might have been built were those 

of Monastic Reform in the latter half of C10 and 

the reign of Canute the Great in early C11.   

During those periods the well-known and 

popular Saint Botolph would have been well 

remembered.   Indeed his importance was such 

that in c. 969 his relics were disinterred from 

Icanho, stored for a while at nearby 

Grundisburgh and eventually divided and 

enshrined in religious places of importance. 
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If at that time a new church were being built at 

Theydon Bois and the founder was looking for 

a suitable dedication, Saint Botolph would have 

been a prime contender - perhaps even more so 

if the founder were a ówoolô man. 

 

 
 

Domesday tells us that in 1086 four people were 

the ólandownersô of separate parcels of land in 

Theydon Bois: Swein of Essex, Eudo the 

Steward, Peter of Valognes and William son of 

Constantine (the name Constantine sounds 

grand but this Constantine was not a person of 

any significance).    The only land held by 

William was in Theydon itself.  
 

The map above shows how they each held 

Essex land in the neighbourhood and were 

united at Theydon. 
 

Twenty years previously - prior to the Norman 

Conquest - each parcel was the property of (in 

the same respective order) the Anglo-Saxons 

Godric, Wulfmer, Hacun (together with 

Wulfwin and seven free men), and the 

aforementioned Swein.   The assumption that 

they were Anglo-Saxons is based on the fact 

that they were already resident in the country 

before 1066 but see footnote.8  

 
 

 
8 Although in fact, like today, Britain was a popular 

place and many Normans had taken up residence 

even before the Conquest. 

 
Above is a map of the parish boundaries as they 

stand today and it would be convenient if the 

earlier manors had covered similar areas with 

perhaps Swein and Eudo sharing Theydon 

Mount, William being lord of Theydon Garnon 

manor and Peter of Valognes holding Theydon 

Bois but life is not that easy for the researcher 

and we have to accept that we are unlikely ever 

to know the actual distribution. 

 

It looks as if the contingent based at Theydon 

Bois consisted of Hacun, Wulfwin and the 

seven free men.   It is almost certain that they 

were all farmers and it is likely that their 

families had been working the area for 

generations.    

 

In earlier centuries wool had always been a 

subsistence commodity when a small number of 

sheep were kept to produce sufficient wool, 

milk and meat for one family whilst at the same 

time providing valuable manure to improve 

their crop-growing soil.  
 

But the time came when the 

potential for large scale 

commercial sheep trading was 

suddenly realised and put into 

effect. 
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This dramatic change probably occurred over a 

very short period although it would have been 

the result of its gradual development over a 

number of centuries.   We are told that by the 

time of the Norman Conquest ósheep were 

everywhereô 9 and this is confirmed by the 

livestock records in the Domesday Book.   

Arguably c. A.D.1000 might be a suitable date 

from which to work as the time when English 

farmers recognised and acted upon sheep 

farming being a commercial viability. 

Reverting then to Theydon Manor and Church, 

let us consider its timeline. 

 

 

 
Fig. 1. Timeline for Theydon Bois manor and church.10 

 

 

There is some confusion in British History Online 

concerning the story of Theydon Bois.   Some of 

this can perhaps be put down to a conflict between 

details of the manor and details of the church.  

Both would normally be expected to have 

developed hand in hand but at Theydon there is 

some doubt about this.   

 

 

  

 
9 Faith, R., 2012.   The structure of the market for 

wool in early medieval Lincolnshire.  Economic 

History Review, 65(2), pp. 674-700. 

 

 

As you will see from the table above the 1248 

record on the left hand column shows the 

advowson of the church passing to Waltham 

Abbey whereas that on the right hand column sees 

it go to St Bartholomewôs Priory in Smithfield, 

London.    

 

10 Details gleaned from https://www.british-

history.ac.uk/vch/essex/vol4/  (accessed 19 May 

2021). 

https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/essex/vol4/pp251-255
https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/essex/vol4/pp251-255
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Both were institutions of Augustinian canons 

regular, and the latter, interestingly, lay only 230 

metres from St Botolphôs church at Aldersgate - 

fuelling suspicion that the record of the St Botolph 

dedication might somehow have been influenced 

by this connection.  

Building on the timeline, my hypothesis is that 

prior to 1066 Hacun established a farm and 

buildings on the site which would eventually 

become the manor of Theydon Hall. As such he 

would have been the squire of a large community.    

Domesday records tell us that twenty years later 

Peter of Valognes had taken over as both tenant-

in-chief and lord of that same manor which then 

supported 12 villagers, 8 smallholders and 7 

slaves.   (This would account only for the men and 

not their families which would add a considerable 

number of wives, children and dependent older 

relatives).    

They were farming 92 pigs and 157 sheep and had 

2 cobs and 12 beehives.   In 1066 Hacun had had 

only half that number of pigs and one third the 

number of sheep but it would still have been a 

large enough enterprise to warrant the provision of 

a church for the benefit of his family and the 

labourers.  

   

 

Historically Theydon Bois had always been a 

significant site where the Roman road (and earlier 

ancient trackways) crossed the river at Abridge 

after coming from London and then heading up to 

Great Dunmow and thence to Colchester, Ipswich 

and the north. 

 

 
Roman roads have for a long while been 

considered to be significant to the siting of Saint 

Botolph churches since there always seems to be 

one such road within a radius of 3 miles.   The 

significance for this is coming under some debate 

on the basis that many Roman roads are 

óshadowedô by ancient trackways (as, for 

example, at Shenley) and it is often these roads 

upon which the St Botolph churches are actually 

sited. 
 

At Theydon Bois, not only do we have the Roman 

road, but also (in the Early and High Middle Ages) 

the major arterial waterway of the River Roding - 

and we must remember that at this time 

waterborne transport was most popular as the least 

expensive and the safest means of moving people 

and goods. 
 

As shown in the Timeline above, Peter de 

Valognes passed the manor on to the de Bosco 

family and it was this family from which the 

óBoisô was inherited.   It seems a reasonable guess 

that the de Boscos were originally Italian and that 

the Norman speaking inhabitants of Theydon 

ógallicisedô the name of Bosco to Bois. 
 

The story goes that the village name had long been 

pronounced as Boys or Boyce but the spelling had 

never been defined.   When the Great Eastern 

Railway came to Theydon, the clerk of Epping 

Parish Council was asked how the name should be 

written and it was he who advised óBoisô on the 

basis that it was more reflective of the óde Boscoô 

origins than Boys or Boyce would have been. 

 


