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Highlights this month Church Feature

9 Church of Theydon Bois, Essex.

9 Scarning and theMystery of I :
Spoonbridgeby Andy Eagle. heydon Bois , Essex

T Correspondence f_r?(rmhn Shennett, The Theydorvillages, of which there are three,
Rosemary Hammick, Heather Theydon Bois, Theydon Garnon and Theydon

Erguvanli, Ni?k Molyneux, Father Mount, border omo the River Rodingust 15
Robert Godding and Jane Hogg. miles northeast of London

Editorial
| have been makingomeextra progress with e Stortord bumow
research and writings a result of thextra time e ain
gained by publishing The Botolphian bi- o Thexgon Sawbridgeworth Theydon
monthly - although thetime does seem toipl "Bois™ - Mount
away faster thah would wish | am looking i S

forward tothe arrival of the time when | aable
to start revisiting those Saint Botolph churches
which needan update

et Enfield

In seventeen dayiswill be StBot ol phos - 7 B hoamond Bl
but sadly it looks as if it will have to be a lew oo m

key affair once again. Let us hope that by next o R ol Bt i |- &
year we will be back to normal. i ok

Zina and | have beemarshallingat our local wncen = Theydon

Folca Vaccination Centre and have seen at first “Garnon e G"”‘:

hand howhard everybody is workingpwards B (ot ——

Sideup:
Bromley

getting the country into a fully immunised
condition | must say that after a four hour shift
| usually feel rather more exhausted than | think  Theydon Mounts socalledbecause it sits on a

120 22]

| shouldbe- bearing in mind thall | amdoing hill and the other two areamedafter former
is shepherding people mtthe next available lords ofthe manors. In the Domesday Book
jabbing chair! Garnon and Mount werereferred to

As Captain Tom said: ﬁ%pgq{.ilvgly gs'l'oai\pv_den\%e}nq Tleidal?)a. Ong
N can see thapotential confusion would have
good dayo.
demandeda change of name.
My best wishes to you all for a very happy and  comes from Old Englishand meand he val l ey

healthy June and July. where the thatch grows?o.
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St Meary s;‘(?hu/l"ch

Theydon®
Garnon

Further back towards Theydon Bois
(pronounced 6Baovg §nd a or 6 Bc

memorialmarkingthesite in question

=
'ON THIS SITE s'roon THE FORMER

The |l ocation of the PARIS}!CHU&H‘ -~ .~ Bionb
thatwe areexaminingin this issue lies a mile

and a quarter southeast of the main village ...

Rl Tl 1 And yet, as you see, the church is definitively
N : ; . / | abell ed as 6St Marydso.

N AT anchn
Hadstock

15 Essex uugmr "4-;'

smﬁ" amg Roding >
Theydon Bois A b
i Buu‘b-ry
e o

Sorrdensed,

€ on the road tyounfightr i dge

eppect, there is O6a bridge/(

When we visited there had been plenty of rain  As we have been discoverindiete are five
and the river was in full spate occupyihg sort localities in Essexwhich are relevant to our
of area thait would havecoveredback inSaint saint and Theydon Bois marks the most
Botol phés day westerlyof the southwest clustef sites



Burial"Q¥
Ground #3

}Yf\/ 3

Location: On the B172 Abridge Road close to
Theydon Hall Lodge Epping CM16 7NR;
Lat/Long: 51.661188, 0.114128.

There are severdilistorical references to a St
Bot ol ph6s c¢hur c honeadf
which can be found in thfeurth volume of the
History of the County of Esséxwhichtells us:
fiThe old parish church of St Mary, whiatay
earlier have been deditad to St Botolpk
stood next to Theydon Ha o

We areobliged to aski What does t
and who smdibeforesstaring our
researchwe might ruminate omvhich periods

the Garlierd6 mibey hC7, C10 and C1Z14
would seem to be the most likelylf C7 then

the link would have been directly to St Botolph
himselfor to his acolytesif C10 we are looking

at the monastic revival; if C1214 thenit is
likely that the dedication would have been
relevant to the wddrade.

Our next question must pé&When was the
church finally rededicated to St Maryg?
I n her book 6The
Saints' Cults of Medieval Essexanet Cooper
tells us that, Gn the fifteenth century the

I History of the County of Essex Volume@ngar
Hundred pp 25267. (Originally published by
Victoria County History in London in 18.

2 Cooper, J., 2011The Church Dedications and
Saints' Cults of Medieval Essex.ancaster:
Scotforth Booksp. 40.

3 Feet of Fines Essex iv, 5N Essex 8B3.

churches of Theydon Garnondatheydon Bois
were both dedicated to All Saints, but Theydon
Bois may earl ier GhShe e
bases these comments on the theit in the
OFeet of Fines for
(stored irthe Essex Record Offizeve can read
that in 1456 Theydon Bois was referred to as
Theydon Bois Sancti Bothulfi.

She laterwrites thatin 1485the church was
dedicated to All Saints andy 1768 it had
changed its affiliatioo St Mary?

Her book wasin 2012reviewedin The Local
Historia® by Professor Nicholas Orme
(University of Exeter)where he wrotefiShe
states that changes in dedications took
placebetweerthe sixteenth and eighteenth
centurieswhereadn fact they changedn the
eighteenth whenthe antiquaries produced new
conjectures 0

It seems to méhat this isan important concept
and in the case of Theydon Bpi®r me 6 s
suggesteghattern wagound to be proved

AsJanet Coopeshows in her list of dedications

St Mary the Virginwasthe most popular cult

in Essexwith a total of 119 dedication®ll

T Haintseame sed®mdiwigh 66. St Botolph was

thirteenth with four active dedications
(Eastwick, Beauchamp Roding, Hadstock and
Colchester). During its life helittle church at
Theydon Boisthereforemanagedo embrace
not only St Botolph but also the two most
popular saints in Essex.

KHameat Coopefartnernotes® 61 n Engl and
whole, many churches dedicated tdB8tolph
stood near gates or bridges, and by the eleventh
century he seems to have been a patron saint of
b oundamiswwpoid of this Ise cites the
Hadstockchurchwhich standson the Suffolk
Cambridgeshire brder. Dr Graham Jon€<has

in the pasexpressed similar viewsee below)

So it seems that h e v imediesafSairit s
Botolph dedication is likely to hav@ersisted
until about 1470 when it was changed to All
Saints. It is noteworthy thathe periodof our

Churscahi nDéddi cienmsotmber rwqyite

preciselywhen the prosperity dt s s evod s
trade having peakedyas declining

4 Janet Cooper p.167.

5 (Accessednline September 2012)

6 Janet Cooper p.67

" Dr Graham Jones, FSA FRHist®ES, Oxford
University School of Geography and the
Environment. Author of Saints in the Landscape.

SEssex

been



Perhapsin 1470 all was fair in love and
dedicationsand medieval parishionersvere
disinclined to showmercy. Saint Botolph had
served them well throughout theol bonanza
but now thatt had turned sour it was time for
Saint Botolphto be summarily ditched in
favour of All Saints

This wasalso however thetime during which
the seed®f the Age of Enghtenment (which
reached its zenith in C18)ere being sown In
the bigger world therevere early rumblings of
Protestantism andiscontent which came to a
head only 47 years later when, in 1517, Martin
Luther published his Ninetyfive Theses.
PerhapsheTheydon Boigarishionersead the
mood of the timeand decided that it was time
for Saint Botolph to jumgefore he had tbe
pushed and saeplaced him withthe less
controversial dedication of All Saints and
therebyjoined the populisrbeing showrby the
rest of the county.

This is Theydon Hall todaythe driveway runs
justouth of what used to be

-0- As we have said,he first candidatefor an
We will returnto the choice oS ai nt Bot oANgor@xen founderof this site would be
successor latebut for the moment let us Saint Botolph himself. This wouleem to be
investigate the hypothesithat the changed too much to hope fobut, after our saint died,
loyalties of Theydon Boisin 1470 had indeed ~there isnodoubt thain C8 his acolyteswould
beeninfluencedby thealtered fortunes of the ~ havetaken ovethe work ofspreadinghe good
wool trade news of Christianity.

Then, in C9, came the Vikings. One of the first
things they did was to sack and destroy
Bot ol phés (7@nmileshodhe AW ih e y
Suffolk) as well as hundreds of other Christian
buildings In 878 however, at Wedmore,
Alfred the Great successfully negotiated
peace treaty and the Danelaw line was
established. It restricted the Danes to the
northern part of East Angliand makes it
unlikely that they had anything to do with the
more southerhyfheydon Bois.

The next twod A n la & @eri@gdswhen the
Thefactthattheo | d St Mar y 6s c dadier chirch might laee lbeen buikere those
abutted Theydon Haditrongly suggests thtte of Monastic Reform in the latter half of C10 and
church wagounded by tis formermanor the reign of Canute the Great in early C11
During those periodsthe weltknown and
In the picture above, we see (in black) the popularSaint Botolphwould have beenvell
churctd s p o Yingtwithinrthe confines of remembered Indeed his importance wasch
t he ¢ qrrave BHO onl i n ehat(nfcr969mis Yelics Wweoerdisiaterred from
County Hi st or ifthe gadidr | s Icanbg btdrealt for6a while at nearby
dedication to St. Botolph is accepted there may Grundisburgh and eventually divided and
have been a Saxon church on the samé site enshrinedn religiousplaces of importance



If at that timeanew church wrebeing builtat
Theydon Boisand the founder was looking for
a suitable dedication, Saint Botolph would have
been a prime contendeperhapsven more so

if the founderwrea 6 wool 6 man.

Domesday tells us that in 1086 fqeople were

t he 01 an depavateeparceld of tarm
Theydon Bois: Swein of Essex, Eudo the
Steward, Peter of Valognes and William son of
Constantine the name Constantine sounds
grand buthis Constantingvas not a person of
any significance). The only land held by
William was in Theydon itself

The map above shows how they eadatidh
Essexland in the neighbourhoodaind were
unitedat Theydon.

Twenty years previouslyprior to the Norman
Conquest each parcel wathe property ofin
the same respective order) the An§laxons
Godric, Wulfmer, Hacn (together with
Wulfwin and seven free men), and the
aforementioned Swein. The assumptionthat
they were AngleSaxonsis based on the fact
that they werealreadyresident in the country
before 1066 but see footndte.

8 Although in fact like today, Britain was a popular
place andmany Normanshad taken up residence
evenbefore the Conquest.

Tl“leydon
Bois

Above is a map of the parish boundaries as they
stand today anit would be convenient if the
earlier manors had covered similar areas with
perhaps Swein and Eudo sharing Theydon
Mount, William being lord of Theydon Garnon
manor and Peter of Valognes haigiTheydon
Bois but life is not that easy for the researcher
and we have to accept that we are unlikely ever
to know the actual distribution.

It looks as ifthe contingent based at Theydon
Bois consisted oHacun, Wulfwin and the
seven free men It is dmost certain that they
were all farmers and it is likely that their
families had beenworking the area for
generations.

In earlier centuriesvool had always beem
subsistence commodityhenasmallnumberof
sheepwere keptto producesufficient wool,
milk and meat foone familywhilst at the same
time providing valuable manure to improve
thdr crop-growing soil.

Butthe timecamewhenthe
potential for large scale
commerciakheeprading was
suddenlyrealisedand put into
effect



This dramatic change probaldgcurredovera
very short perioaglthough it would have been
the result ofits gradual development over
number ofcenturies. We are told that by the
time of the Norman Conquessheep were
everywhee @ and thisis confirmed by the
livestock recordén the Domesday Book.

Arguably ¢.A.D.1000 mightbe a suitable date
from whichto work as the time when English
farmers recognised and acted upon sheep
farming being a commercialability.

Reverting then to TheyddWanor and Church,

let us consider its timeline.

Thereis some confusion in British History Online
concerning the story of Theydon Bois. Some of record on the
this can perhaps be put down to a conflict between
details of the manor and details of the church.

\Guide Actual Timeline for Theydon Bois Church Alternative timeline
date date Events according to BHO pp. 251-255 (or) BHO pages 255-257
| 600
650 ¢.620 Birth of Saint Botolph
700
750
800 This church might have been founded
850 earlier than 1020 but there is no evidence for this
900
950 1020? |Foundation of the church? - perhaps by one of Hacun's ancestors.
1000 1020 |The dedication to St Botolph probably dates from this period.
1050 1066 |(Norman Conguest) Held by the Anglo-Saxon Hacun.
1100 1086 |Held by Peter of Vaolgnesin association with 'Walter'.
1150 1166 |Held by William de Bosco 1166 |Church given to St Bartholomew Priory Smithfield.
1200 1235 |Held by another William de Bosco 1187 |Henry II confirms St Bartholomew Priorv gift.
1250 1248 |Hugh de Bosco releases the advowson of Theydon Bois 1248 |Hugh de Bosco quitclaims advowson to the prior.
1300 1289 |Revnold, abbot of Waltham enfeoffed with the manor.
1350 The church seems likely to have been dedicated 1335 | Thevdon Bois rectory appropriated to the priory.
1400 to St Botolph fiom its foundation until ¢. 1470
1450 1456 Site recorded as '"Theydon Bois Sancti Bothulfi'
1500 1485 | Site recorded as All Saints. Thus rededicated about 14702
1350 1540 |(Reformation) Waltham Abbey dissolved (the last abbey to do so).| 1539 |St Bartholomew's Priory dissolved.
1600 1540 |Robert Fuller, last abbot of Waltham, granted rectory & advowson. | 1540 |Grant to Waltham's Robert Fuller (as adjacent).
1650 1616 |3rd Edward Elrington acquired manor. rectory and advowson
1700 Perhaps just known as 'Theydon Bois church'?
1750 1768 Re-dedicated to St Mary
1800 ¢.1800 |Manor and estate owned by Lord and Lady Dare.
1850 1844 Demolished
New church opened 1.25 miles to NW

Fig. 1. Timeline for Theydon Boisnanor andchurch.*°

Both would normally be expected tbave it

develomd hand in hand buat Theydon there is

some doubt about this.

9 Faith, R., 2012. The structure of the market for
wool in early medieval LincolnshireEconomic

go
London.

As you will see from the table abotke 1248

left hand colummshows the

advowson of the church pasg to Waltham
Abbeywhereas that on the right hand colusees
t o St B aim $nfitldfiéld) me w6

10 Details gleaned frorhttps://www.british
history.ac.uk/vch/essex/vol4accessed9 May

History Review65(2), pp. 674/00. 2021).



https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/essex/vol4/pp251-255
https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/essex/vol4/pp251-255
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Both were institutions of Augustinian canons
regular, and the latter, interestingly, lay only 230
metres from St Botol-pho
fuelling suspicion that the record of t8eBotolph
dedication might somehow have been influenced
by this connection.

Building on tre timeline, ny hypothesis is that
prior to 1066 Hacun establisheda farm and
buildings on the sitewhich would eventually
bewmme the manor ofTheydon Hall.As suchhe
would havebeen the squire of a large community
Domesday records tell us that twenty years later
Peter of Valogneshad taken over as botbnant
in-chief and lord of tht samemanor which then
supported 12 villagers, 8 smallholders and 7
slaves. (This wouldaccounbnly for the men and
nottheir familieswhichwould add a considerable
number of wiveschildren and dependent older
relatives.

They were farming 92 piggnd157 sheep and had

2 cobs and 12 beehives. In 1G8&cun hadhad
only half that number of pigs and one third the
number of sheep but it would still have been a
large enough enterprise to warrant the provision of
a church for the benefit dis family and the
labourers

- earier ‘Heybridie ’)
L

Historically Theydon Boishad always beera
significant site wheréhe Roman roaghand earlier
ancient trackways) crossdbde river at Abridge
after coming from London and th&eading up to
Great Dunmow and thence to Colchester, Ipswich
andthe north.

\v2)

Roman roads have for a long while been
constered to be significant to the siting of Saint
Botolph churches since there always seems to be
one such road withia radius of3 miles. The
significance for this is coming undsomedebate

on the basis that many Roman roads are
6shadowed®6 lagkwaya n(as, &omn t
example, at Shenley) and it is oftdreseroads
upon which the St Botolph churches are actually
sited.

At Theydon Bois, not only do we have the Roman
road, but also (in thEarlyandHigh Middle Ages)
the major arterial waterway of thever Roding-
and we must remember thait this time
waterborne transponasmost popular athe least
expensive and the safest meanmokingpeople
andgoods.

As shown in the Timeline above Peter de
Valognespassedhe manoron to the de Bosco
family and it was this family from which the
@ o iwaddnherited. It seems a reasonable guess
that the de Boscosere originally Italiarand that

the Norman speaking inhabitants of Theydon

0 g al | thecnanse e®bscoto Bois

The story goes thatétvillage name hadngbeen
pronounced aBoysor Boycebut the spelling had
never been defined When the Great Eastern
Railway came torheydon the clerk of Epping
Parish Council was asked hdole nameshould be
written and itwas hewhadvi sed O0Boi
basis that it was mor e
origins than Boys or Boyce would have been
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